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BACKGROUND TO THIS SERVICE 

From time to time congregations mark an anniversary. These should be times of 
celebration in the life of the congregation. Each congregation has its own story, and that 
story needs to be told to the next generation. Significant anniversaries are ideal times to 
do so. The story of each congregation is built around both the faithfulness of God and 
the faithfulness of the generations that preceded us. Therefore, the focus of an 
anniversary service should include a review of the church’s history, a recollection and 
reminder of God’s guidance, expressions of thanks and praise, and a commitment to 
continue faithfully into the future. The church building of the parish of Christ the King, 
Claremont was consecrated (set apart for, and given to God, for ever) on 27th October 
1968. This service celebrates the Golden Jubilee of this event in the life of the parish. 

 

GATHERING 

Introit Hymn: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty the King of Creation 

Greeting: 

Grace, mercy and peace to you in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen! 

Responsorial: Professing God’s Faithfulness: 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all the generations. (Psalm 90:1) 

You, O Lord, have been a dwelling place for us and our children. 

Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, 

from everlasting to everlasting you are God. (Psalm 90:2) 

You, O Lord, have been with us  these fifty years! 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. (Psalm 46:1) 

You, O Lord, have been our refuge and our strength! 

The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. (Psalm 46:7, 11) 

You, O Lord, are the eternal One and we have trusted you. 

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22, 23) 

You, O Lord, have been our faithful One! 

Jesus said, “I will build my church and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” 
(Matthew 16:18) 

You, O Lord, have built your church in this place and we have been blessed. 

 

Hymn: Great is Thy Faithfulness, O God My Father 

 



Litany of Thanks: 

O Lord our God, for the vision of those who planned and founded this parish; for the 
commitment and dedication of all who served at the time of its origin. 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For those who have served faithfully in leadership positions as Priests, Deacons, Lay 
Ministers, and members of successive parish councils. 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For those who have willingly given of their time and energy to teach, encourage, 
counsel, or raise funds for the parish. 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For those who were a part of our fellowship for many years, and now serve you in the 
church triumphant in heaven. 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For the ways in which we have been able to care for one another, support one another, 
and give strength to one another on the journey of life. 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For baptisms we’ve celebrated, professions of faith we have shared, and answers to 
prayer that we have experienced. 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For a congregation that desires to worship you faithfully; hearing your Word, singing 
your praise, and seeking your strength, 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For a commitment to remain true to your Word in this world of confusing and 
conflicting voices. 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For generosity that has enabled the parish to promote the word and witness of the 
Gospel. 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For the children and youth who were trained in the ways of the Lord. 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For a beautiful and free land that has given us opportunity to thrive and worship and 
serve for the sake of your Kingdom, 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

 

Hymn: “Now Thank We All Our God 

 



 
 

THE WORD 

Reading : 2 Samuel 7:4b-13 

Psalm: Psalm 127 

Reading: 1 Peter 2:5-10 

Short personal reflections from parishioners on what Christ the King, Claremont has 
meant to them. 

SENDING OUT 

Hymn: Take my life and let it be 

Closing Intercessions: 

Lord God, we pray for the future of this parish that it may continue to witness to the 
Gospel. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Lord, we pray for the children and youth of this parish that they may be grounded in 
your truth and learn to love you with a whole heart, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the children yet to be born who will sit in these pews in the years to come 
that they may carry your kingdom to future generations, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

And we pray for mothers and fathers that they may faithfully tell each new generation 
of your mercies and your salvation, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

And we pray for leaders; Priests, Deacons, Lay Ministers and Parish Councillors that 
their leadership may always be true to your Word and faithful to your calling, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

And we desire, Lord, that you will use each of us to reach out to our community, and 
throughout our world, that all may know your love and find your grace, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

To the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

 

The Grace 

The Grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all now and for evermore. Amen. 
 

Concluding Hymn: "Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow"  


